Old Fashioned
THE WORLD

BE DIFFERENT

How would you describe the worldview of Brad (also known as Lucky
Chucky the radio shock jock)? Where do you think Brad got the idea that
he should think like that? How does he live out that worldview, and what
rewards does he reap?

Name four or more ways that Clay’s behavior challenges how our
culture encourages people to act. What kinds of virtues are behind
each one of these counter-cultural choices? What does Clay risk in
making these kinds of choices? What does he hope to gain as a result?

Read Romans 1:18-25, 32

Read Romans 12:1-2

Why is suppressing the truth about God the first step toward embracing
lies about the way the world is and how we ought to behave in it? If
“worship” means “to stand in awe of” something, and if “serve” means “to
obey,” when people reject God, what do they worship, and how do they
serve it?

What are practical ways we make our bodies a living sacrifice to
God? What kinds of cultural pressures do Christians, trying to do the
right thing, face? How do Christians learn to think and act differently
in obedience to God's will?

REGRET

FORGIVE

Clay describes himself as a Christian, so why isn’t he more joyful? Why do
you think the sins of his past: his college party lifestyle and his wronging of
Kelly, continue to haunt him? How does holding on to past sins – turning
them over and over in his mind – handicap his relationship with Amber?

Clay’s problems don't stem simply from his inability to let go of his
past. How does Clay’s self-righteousness lead him to believe a lie
about Amber? Amber sees what she believes is a hypocritical act by
Clay. How does she ultimately respond? What is the key difference
between Clay’s and Amber’s views on forgiveness?

Read 2 Corinthians 7:8-10

Read Matthew 18:21-35 and Ephesians 4:31-32

How do you think God regards our sins – how bad are they, really? Why is
grief an appropriate response when we are confronted with our sins? Why
do you think Paul says that “worldly grief” leads to “death”? Can you think
of some examples? Why is “godly grief” different?

What does Jesus point to as the reason why His followers are to be
marked by extravagant forgiveness? What are some attitudes that
are “kindness killers” in us? What must we do to “put away” those
attitudes? What are three easy ways to practice kindness to other
people? What is a circumstance or a behavior that makes it hard to
be kind or to forgive? How will you go about mastering it to develop
a kind, forgiving heart?

